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Alakesh Kalita
(4September, 1985, Jorhat - 19 April, 2024, Guwahati)

Photo : Kushal Dutta (10 March, 2018)
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"One thing special about a poet, he is never
made of circumstances; everyone else is."

— Alakesh Kalita

(Source : Alakesh Kalita’s Facebook post,
Date : 17™ April, 2024)
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On a Poet and a Worldview
Dr. Bibhas Choudhury

Alakesh Kalita. A name. A man behind the name. I met him at different
times. In different locations. At a poet’s home, at the bookshop, at a
ceremony, at the bookfair, also at the crossroads of existence. And |
met him in his words. His books spoke a distinctive language, at once
poetic and of his creds, alphatized to articulate an idiom he saught to
navigate his mind through, almost sculpting a reality of belonging —
which we perhaps could not quite respond to — his words continue to
speak to us but are we listening ?

Things are not easy. The image of Alakesh that we have now is
only half a portrait — a semblance — the poet and the mind that made
poetry remain hovering over us —as we read and re-read, perhaps, some
day, there will be some wield —is not that what poetry does? Bring to life
the resonant filters of experience, consolidating in poetic markers points
of convergence which come to mean more than what they say.

Art is conditioned craft. Alakesh crafted his verses to hold
thoughts and ideas in moulds of his own making. I had translated a
poem of his once, on sculpting, and on the nature of making things, it
was a poem on the process itself, the words proceeding forward to a
horizon that dissolved somewhat, carrying, as the Lithuanian
philosopher Levinas said —reality and it’s shadow. [ would say Alakesh
the poet shadowed Alakesh the man right down to the elemental use
of his being — and for a life so rich in texture- Alakesh carved his
own space, and even as he tiptoed away from us — he spoke, and will
continue to speak — the moot point being the words again — are we
reading them honestly enough?
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CHORUS:
A man may walk with a lamp in night,
and yet be drowned in a ditch
PRIESTS:

A man may climb the stair in the day, and slip on a broken step
TEMPTERS:

A man may sit at meat, and feel the cold in his groin.
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The Punches and the Pauses :
Upon Losing a Poet
and Brother
Kaustabh Kashyap

When grief cloaks you with its overwhelming veil of despair and
pain, words fail to come together and make sense. It becomes a
suffocating feeling that lodges at your throat like a tortuous fishbone
refusing to leave. It becomes that uninvited guest who overstays. An
invisible yet persistent nail that constantly pricks you.

Itis only when grief starts to feel like a familiar baggage that
words are able to impose a structure upon it. Contain it, exorcize it,
heal it. But never lose it. It still stays.

We might be tempted to talk in cliches regarding the untenability
of words in the face of grief, especially when it comes from the loss
of aloved one. Words aren't enough, they are fickle and they cannot
express the powerful feelings coursing through our veins. And yet
we are desperately in need of them. For it is in the hands of words to
mend or rend a heart. Words can be an elixir to cure those aching
places within our souls and help guide us through the dark alleys of
oblivion. Who knows that better than a poet?

I'have been struggling to pen this piece not only because of my
inability to bring my emotions and words together but also because |
must do justice to the memory of a person who was steadfast in his
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devotion to the craft of composing poetry. How do you begin to sketch
out someone who has left you with a fountain of poetic wisdom, only
to never return back and sit beside you to chat endlessly about
something as distant as East European poetry or someone as familiar
as Navakanta Barua?

On the day I was nervously waiting for his call, I had little idea
that Alakesh da would end up having a profound impact on me. So
much so that I would be fighting the lump in my throat to write this
piece and would be finding it difficult to understand where to begin.
If he were here, he would have perhaps given me his signature
harrumph, smile a little and say, "You should read my poems and start
there."

This could seem to suggest that he thought highly of himself.
But that is not the case. The other implication could be that his poems
are autobiographical in nature. While this might be true to a greater
degree, I cannot claim to know him entirely. No one can know anyone
fully. Dear reader, one of the reasons I have chosen to write about
him is not to falsely eulogize him or to turn his tragic death into a
puzzle to be solved.

Rather, it is an attempt to find a way to cope, give grief a
structure, attempt to flesh out some thoughts on the empathetic poet
who shall continue to breathe through his poems. For isn't good poetry
apostponement of death?

Itis impossible to talk about Alakesh Da without talking about
poetry and the human condition in general. He was not only honing
himself to be a master craftsman but was someone deeply troubled
by the state of affairs of the broken world we inhabit. Sarcasm was
alien to him. And whenever he spoke, despite the glow of warmth on
his face, his heart seemed to be adrift in a river of sadness.

Alakesh Da and I came into each other's lives at a time when
we both needed each other. I was eagerly awaiting new translation
projects coming my way and he was looking for a translator. When a
mutual friend helped us connect and I came to know about his
collection of poems titled Bhaskar, I was both exhilarated and tensed.
What made me feel buoyant was the gravity and brevity the poetry
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collection carried. It was not just another book filled with trite
metaphors and overused imagery. There was something strikingly
original about his pieces, a desire to speak in a universal tongue and
kindle a civilizational angst in the hearts of his readers. The suffocating
weight of pain was also present which rose up when the poems were
closely read. But what made my shoulders tense was my worry
whether such intricate verses would retain their depth in the English
language.

Conversing with him for the first time over a phone call revealed
that he was a wise and gentle soul. He knew that some of his poems
could not bear to be translated. I have come across only a handful of
people who are so self-aware as him. For my trial period, he gave
me relatively simpler pieces to translate and guided me throughout
the process.

"Look for those pauses and punch lines," he would instruct me,
"they are the touchstones of my poems."

I must confess here, and this is not just to say for the sake of
saying, that Alakesh da and I bonded like brothers from get-go. Within
a very short period of time we started sharing literally everything that
was going on in our lives. From discussing obscure and melancholic
poets to capitalism, heartbreaks to repartees, there was barely a topic
we left untouched. It wasn't that we texted each other every other
day. But whenever we called each other, the phone call would last
for at least an hour. I believe I tickled his jovial bone beneath his
serious facade and he helped me improve my creative skills.

Our favourite hangout was Odin, a shabby but cosy bar at
Silpukhuri where we used to meet over beer and pork dry fry. Alakesh
Da would bring with him lesser-known poetry anthologies and I would
become his partner-in-crime and rant about the Anglo-Saxon influence
on contemporary poetry.

"You see Kaustabh," he would philosophize gulping down his
drink, "we have to stop looking to the Americans and the British for
inspiration. Read Celan, Popa and Pessoa. They are the true heroes."

As much as Alakesh da perused and studied Assamese poetry
and criticism, making invaluable contributions to our cultural repertoire
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with his creative oeuvre, he was acutely aware of the global scenario.
He strongly despised poets who used their work solely for the sake
of profit or used poetry to build a brand name for themselves. He
disliked poets who wrote the same poems over and over again in
different ways just to stay in the business of writing. Poetry was a
holy space for him, a skill through which he sought transcendence.
He could not find the idea of simply writing for money or peer-pressure
palatable. He had the critical capacity to cull out the best poets from
every nook and corner of the world, absorb their ideas and bring out
an original voice in his writings. He had a penchant for Struga Poetry
Evenings, an international poetry festival held annually in Struga, North
Macedonia and valued the winners of its most prestigious award, the
Golden Wreath, above the Nobel.

Alakesh da gave me a new lens to look at literature for which I
shall remain forever indebted to him. I believe one of the reasons
which brought us together must have been our difficult health
conditions which we eventually shared with each other. Because the
trust factor was so strong between us, there was little fear or
trepidation in the face of sharing things we did not usually disclose
with others.

Alakesh da's protracted struggles with his mental health condition
and my visual impairment did not act as barriers in knowing one
another. In fact, they provided the fuel to be more empathetic and
kinder towards each other. Often when it comes to health issues,
especially biopsychosocial conditions, we treat them as taboos in our
society or jump to conclusions without bothering to actually be
sensitized about them. We exaggerate and sensationalize facts or try
to form our own theories without any basis in reality. This is what
outraged me when the news of Alakesh da's death became public
and facebook posts became a hotbed of public speculation. Where
were these people when he needed them the most?

But of course, Alakesh da's goodness did not go unnoticed which
was clearly seen in the large gathering of his genuine well-wishers
who were there beside him to bid him farewell.
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All T now have are a string of memories that play in my head
like a broken record. Our days of laughter; our disagreements over
feminism;

Kaushik, Alakesh Da and I lost in the banter of a Sunday evening
over our cherished poet Nilim Kumar; his insistence on dropping me
home every time we met in the evenings because I do not see well in
the dark; his funny face at the milk tea served at Barista because it
was so awful; our serious discussions on Foucault and Derrida. ..

I would like to think wherever he is now, he is still preoccupied
with the flight of poetry like an Apollonian figure from a Greek epic.
His legacy will live on through the written word.

Let me wrap up with a WhatsApp text he had sent me while he
was basking in his creative glory in Mumbai:

It was stormy for first two days due to cyclone gulab. Now it's
pleasant. My sister has a marine location flat, and it's too beautiful.
All the windows open to the sea. I wrote two poems inspired by the
sea in first two days.



Remembering Alakesh
Aishwarya Singh Thakur

Entering a new workplace and meeting the team is always a little
daunting, because these are people you will have to work alongside
for an uncertain amount of time. Some colleagues can make simple
work extremely challenging but on the flipside, good colleagues can
turn mundane work into something interesting. To cut a long story
short, my journey with Halcyon media may have started as a
professional, but a few members and their continuous appreciation
for my work made me feel the support and warmth of a family.
Alakesh Ji was at the forefront of making that possible. Halcyon
being a company founded by his elder sister, Jyotshna; I initially
assumed Alakesh might be at a position of privilege in the company,
but there was never even an iota of pride or arrogance in him for
being the founder’s brother. This, to me, spoke a lot about his integrity
and character.

I can still hear his voice ringing in my ear as we’d start off our
day with a gentle greeting, and with his sweet voice he’d say “Good
morning, Aishwarya Ji” to which I'd respond with “Good morning,
Alakesh Ji”. That would be our little morning ritual for what little
time I had the honour of working alongside him. The respect he
always had for everyone, no matter who they were, truly set him
apart for me. He was a brilliant man, but for the people who actually
got to know him, those who had the patience to see through the
innocent exterior of the gentleman that was Alakesh, he was especially
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memorable. I truly believe that he was made for a greater purpose
& maybe that’s what he had to leave us to accomplish. I will always
remember him by his excellence and his infectious smile. His last
words to me, although formally said, mean a lot to me for the mere
fact that he actually meant it with all his being. He said, “We are
very sure you’ll thrive in whatever you chose to do. You were inspiring
during the time we worked together.” It’s ironic because his work
was one of the factors that made me try to be better at what I do. He
noticed the little things that would generally be overlooked by others,
because that’s the kind of man he was. Someone who took the time
to understand and go beyond the superficial nature of a workplace to
strike up meaningful conversations. His honesty and sheer
commitment to being better, will inspire me for years to come, not
only professionally but in my personal life, as well.

Some people don’t stick around for too long but end their time
on earth with a massively positive impact on everyone around them.
His work spoke for itself and the bonds he cultivated are the proof of
how beautifully he left a print on everyone’s heart. I'm sure he’s
smiling down on us with nothing but love in his heart and peace in his
soul. In our memory, he shall stay immortal.



In Memory of Alakesh

Divya Rana

I came to know Alakesh through Jyotshna. Jo, as I fondly call her, is
not just a dear friend but a confidante too. How and when she became
one, [ can't recall. Sometimes thick friendships happen out of the
blue and ours too took a natural course. Even though we don't speak
with each other for months, but whenever we do, we jut pick up from
where we had left last. Owner of Halcyon Media, Jyotshna came as
a saviour when the first wave of covid hit. It was around the same
time in 2020. She offered me a position in her company (we had
never worked together before that). That's when I worked with
Alakesh briefly and on hybrid mode.

We used to write copies and create social media creatives for
various brands as a part of their marketing strategy, which mostly
happened via calls and zoom meetings. Even through that hazed
memory, which was strictly professional, I clearly remember Alakesh
as a gentle soul with an extremely humble demeanour. He was
attentive towards his tasks and so respectful of his peers. Who would
have guessed, behind that soft voice, was pain that he was battling
alone?

Time lapsed. Life happened and we all moved to with our
respective businesses. Four years thence, when [ heard of his passing
away through Jyotsna's post on Facebook (which I rarely checked
these days) I had to read the post twice to believe that Alakesh chose
another world for himself. It shook me to the core and couldn't stop
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thinking about Jyotshna who loved her brother so dearly. Who am |
to talk of pain, for, what his family is going through at the moment is
beyond anyone's comprehension. For, only they can feel the void his
absence has created. For, what has left behind is plain memories.
And I shall pray, that those memories never fade.

May you find eternal peace, Alakesh. I hope the other side is
free of pain and all other kinds of not-so-good mortal emotions. Hope
you are in your kind of place.



In Fond Memories
Navya Singh Charak

It rarely happens that you come across someone for a rather brief
period of time, and they make such a lasting impact on your memory.
Alakesh was one such person.

Incredibly talented, his intelligent words were made all the more
poignant with his thoughtful, gentle and kind presence. He had a
genuine respect for everyone, often times, [ observed how his curious
and encouraging nature would help others feel confident and reassured
in their own work.

Through my passing conversations with him at work, I learned
how he always sought the good within us all, how bravely he led
with curiosity, and how humble he remained despite his beautiful gift
of weaving words with feelings. These lessons although picked up
from fleeting moments, are enough to last a lifetime.

In fond memory, always.

DivyaRana



Remembering Alakesh Kalita :
A Tribute to a Remarkable
Colleague

Prasham Pahade

In the tapestry of our lives, certain threads stand out with vibrant
hues, weaving unforgettable patterns of inspiration and admiration.
For those of us at the Halcyon Vistar Group, Alakesh Kalita was one
such thread. A content writer by profession, Alakesh left an indelible
mark on our hearts with his intellect, humility, and relentless passion
for learning.

Alakesh was a maestro with words, crafting content that
resonated deeply with readers. His proficiency in writing was not
just confined to his professional role at Halcyon Vistar. He was also
a celebrated poet and novelist in the Assamese language. His literary
works were a testament to his creative genius and profound
understanding of human emotions. Alakesh’s ability to convey complex
ideas with simplicity and elegance was truly remarkable, making him
an invaluable asset to our team.

One of the most striking aspects of Alakesh’s character was
his insatiable curiosity and willingness to embrace new challenges.
When he joined our team, Alakesh was accustomed to the traditional
pen-and-paper method of writing. However, he never shied away from
exploring the digital realm. Despite initially claiming to be not tech-
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savvy, Alakesh mastered various digital platforms and tools with ease.
His journey from handwritten drafts to using sophisticated SAAS tools
and even Al-driven applications was nothing short of inspiring.

In every conversation, Alakesh exuded respect and humility.
He had a unique way of making everyone feel valued and heard. His
interactions were always marked by a deep sense of respect for
others, which endeared him to all his colleagues. Alakesh’s humility
was evident in his constant readiness to learn from anyone and
everyone, regardless of their position or expertise.

For me, and undoubtedly for many others, Alakesh was a beacon
of inspiration. His intelligence, coupled with his dedication to learning,
was truly awe-inspiring. He demonstrated that it is never too late to
acquire new skills or adapt to changing times. Alakesh’s journey is a
powerful reminder that with determination and a willingness to learn,
one can overcome any obstacle.

Alakesh’s untimely departure has left a void in our hearts, but
his legacy lives on. He has left behind a rich legacy of words that
continue to inspire and touch lives. His contributions to our team and
to the field of content writing are invaluable. More importantly, the
lessons we have learned from his life—of humility, respect, and the
joy of learning—will remain with us forever.

In the corridors of Halcyon Vistar, Alakesh’s absence is deeply
felt. Yet, his spirit continues to inspire us. As we turn the pages of
this memorial book, let us remember Alakesh Kalita not just as a
great colleague, but as a remarkable human being whose life was a
beautiful symphony of words, respect, and endless learning.

Restin peace, Alakesh. Your memory will always be a guiding
light for us.



Tribute to Alakesh :
My Colleague and Friend
Riya Bezbora

Alakesh was a compassionate man, kind and always willing to help.
Adevoted Vishnu bhakt, his poems often touched on themes of death
and the life beyond it. Perhaps he was always curious, wondering if
the beyond was where he would finally find peace.

I first spoke with Alakesh when Jo asked me to induct him into
our team. Given my background in psychology, Jo trusted me with
him, and it meant a great deal to me. Our initial conversation lasted a
good 45 minutes. It felt like talking to a child on his first day of school,
needing constant reassurance that everything would be alright, that
he would catch up in no time.

The first account he worked on was Kentrix, a business
intelligence brand I had given up on because graphs and numbers
were just not my cup of tea. But Alakesh, with his great intellect,
mastered it in no time. He became so proficient with the brand,
that dare I say he knew it better than the client. That's how
intelligent he was. However, technology was a different story for
him.

Working remotely, Zoom calls were inevitable, and they were
his nemesis. He preferred his pen and paper, but even this obstacle
he overcame. It did take countless tutorial lessons and a lot of patience
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from both my and his end, but we made it happen. That was Alakesh;
once he set his mind to something, he excelled at it.

Despite knowing about his condition, I never sensed he was in
pain through our conversations. Mental health issues are like that;
one can fight an internal battle without anyone knowing. Perhaps he
sought a world where he wouldn't have to fight anymore and decided
to explore it. I can only hope he found what he was searching for.

When the team learned of Alakesh's departure, it was something
none of us could process. Deep down somewhere, I realised this is
him ending his pain.

But what amazed me was how thoughtfully he paved the path
for his final journey. Jo had gone home to be with her family, feeling
an intense need to be with them and Alakesh one last time,
unknowingly. After Bihu, he took the step to move on, giving his
family the joy of celebrating with him one last time. Maybe that was
his way of giving everyone closure. He even completed all his work
deliverables before he left making sure his departure causes trouble
to no one.

While we mourn the loss of Alakesh, we also celebrate his life
and the indelible mark he left on all of us. His legacy lives on in the
memories we share, the lessons he taught us, and the love he gave so
freely.

We miss you, Alakesh. May you have found the world you were
searching for, a world that this life could not provide.

Restin peace, dear friend!



Alakesh, Hope you Continue
Telling Stories
Shampee Chandra

Dear Alakesh,

Although we never met in person, we shared many
conversations about a project we worked on years ago, "Lakshya-
Ek Living Planet".

I can't say I knew you personally. But I knew you well enough
to know that you were a kind soul. You and I spoke about nature,
trees, birds, and animals- our conversations and your voice I will
never forget. You were a man of few words, but those words were
always kind.

In a world often too loud and fast-paced, you embodied the
calm that many seek. Little did I know of the storm brewing inside
you. As someone who struggled with mental health myself, [ recognize
your courage to live all these years. Poor mental health can erode
one's dignity, yet in the months we worked together, you exemplified
dignity in every way. We spoke in Assamese because it felt home,
at times gossiping and at times having an intense discussion. I
remember you would always ask for my permission before
suggesting anything for the project. Your incredible visual sense,
your gentle narratives and your command over words made you a
beautiful storyteller.
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What took you from us was not a lack of willingness to live, but
the exhaustion of constantly summoning that willingness. Now that
you're no longer with us, I sense your relief. Your struggles have
ended. While we all want to thrive, at times we only manage to
survive which is excruciatingly painful. And I can only imagine how
you must have dealt with it for so long.

We will miss you, but we take comfort in knowing that wherever
you are, you are free and hopefully happy. That whatever time you
had with us, you taught us to be kind even if you were going through
immense pain. In whichever world you are in Alakesh, hope you
continue telling stories.

Thank you for the time you spent with us. Thank you.



Homage to Alakesh Ji
Kirti Nimase

It is with great sadness that I share this message in memory of our
dear Alaksesh Ji.

Alaksesh Ji was a very calm and gentle person. He had a way
of bringing peace to any situation, and his presence was always
comforting. I will always remember how he treated me with such
respect and kindness. Being the youngest in my family, no one talks
to me that way, but Alaksesh Ji always spoke to me very politely and
made me feel valued and respected, something I deeply appreciated.

His respectful nature was something special. In a world where
respect can sometimes be rare, Alaksesh Ji stood out. He treated
everyone with kindness and dignity, and his polite manner was a true
reflection of his good heart.

As we mourn his loss, let us also remember the wonderful person
he was. Let us celebrate his calmness, his kindness, and the respect
he showed to everyone. Alaksesh Ji may no longer be with us, but his
memory will live on in our hearts.

May his soul rest in peace.



In memory of Alakesh :
Colleague and Brother
Rahul Chaurasiya

I started working for Halcyon Media, a company owned by Alakesh's
sister, Jyotsana Kalita, over three years ago. All my colleagues call
me from my initials. I have been known as RC for so long that at
times I've forgotten my real name. I never paid much attention to
being called by my initials but when Alakesh ji joined in Halcyon, he
started calling me Rahul Ji, in his sweetest, most pleasing voice. I
never realized till then that I actually missed being called by my own
name. [t was like knowing myself all over again. Hearing my real
name brings me great joy and energy. Such a small gesture by Alakesh
jiled to a bigger revelation.

Alakesh ji might have joined Halcyon as a copywriter but he
was so much more than just a copywriter; he was a master of words.
His research and passion brought each task to life, leaving a lasting
impact on our work and hearts. Alakesh ji's quick mind, persistent
determination, and tremendous creativity transformed basic concepts
into exciting narratives. That was inspirational to me.

More than his professional skills, Alakesh was a valued friend
who was always willing to offer kind words and assistance. His legacy
of intelligence and kindness will continue to inspire us. Rest in peace,
Alakesh; you will be deeply missed and remembered, always.



Kindred Spirit to
Marginalised Voices
Paramanshu Mukherjee

Memories and associations are strange human constructs. While
one can profess to not knowing someone intimately, a short and intense
convergence of ideas and routine changes perceptions.

Alakesh and my paths crossed in the 2010s for a short year.
Jyotshna, he and I had decided to work together on a 26-episode
environmental series for an Indian television channel. Each episode
was to have multiple stories shot across India and I, the producer,
was adamant to include at least one environmental feature from the
north-east in every episode. Alakesh and Jyotshna, excited to work
on something meaningful (hard in television those days and today)
readily agreed. Jyotshna was my good friend for close to a decade
then, she believed in me and consequentially so did he.

I'found it hard to comprehend such implicit faith in someone he
did not know.

Three thousand kilometres physically separated Bombay and
the north-east, infinite more was the distance between these two
realities. Alakesh was wise to never forget that. Even though the
philosopher in him refused to understand the continued lack of
understanding, the poet in him empathised. I would like to think that
he set aside the failings of television storytelling dictated by deadlines,
logistics, budgets and style, and embrace a shared higher purpose
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instead - human narratives in between increasing socio-economic-
political-environmental stresses.

Alakesh believed more than we did. And nothing could stand in
his path.

All impossibilities that he negotiated, bridges that he built against
all odds, were in an attempt to make sure the voices of people were
heard.

He did it for himself and them both.

And now, forever after, he remains a kindred spirit to those
voices.
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How to Buy a Beautiful
Bouquet for my Little Brother
Jyotshna Kalita (Sister)

I will look at you objectively one day, brother.

Till then, my words are inefficient. And corrupt with sorrow.
Till then let there be silence, grief, fear, love, void and despair.
I will look at life objectively one day, brother

Till then, please be my shelter!

1

There was a body on a pyre. Still not lit. No fire yet. A healthy
tall body. Covered in a pure thick white sheet.

The entire scene was in space. There was no ground, no sky,
nothing solid. I have a hazy memory of deep grey space. People
walked over nothingness. Like a Dali painting without a defined
backdrop. Everyone wore white. There were dozens of people.
Smaller in figure. My mother, I saw, in an emphasized appearance.
She wore white too. Like how women wore white chadar-mekhela
in villages, her chadar over her head.

It was a procession. I did not know anyone. Everyone was
silent. My mother and [ were together. We discussed something about
being brave.

Shortly after, I woke up. It was a vivid dream. One of those
dreams where I see colors, feel smells, deep intense emotions. One



0 || S[ETCFH

of those dreams that I remember and recall. One of those dreams
where my head hurts for hours after I wake up.

I just dreamt of my father's death.

I went about my daily chores with the wound from a nightmare.
A tinge of fear and a lot of heaviness. By afternoon I felt better...

2

My Hiranandani home is surrounded by lovely parks. There is a
jogger's park with a circumference of about 700 meters. I usually
take the rear entrance, a narrow alley with fragrant blooming Sohn
Champa bushes adorning both sides. As usual, I started walking and
talking. My favourite thing to do while I go on walks is to call two
people. My little brother Piku - always the first call. And my university
friend Mona. In case I don't find these two people then I will call
other friends or family members. I called Piku.

"Piku ki khabar? How are you doing? How are you feeling?
Have you gone out for a walk? Why not? How many cigarettes are
you smoking? Why? Did you not tell me you will cut down? Ok
then switch to the rolling ones. It will reduce your smoking
automatically..."

"Baa I am not doing very well. Met my doctor. He has increased
anti-depressants. But they increase my anxiety. I feel low in the
evenings. I am also not feeling like writing. But it is good that I have
found an alternate circle with my colleagues at the company."

" Anti-depressants will inevitably increase anxiety, it happens.
Maybe you will get used to it after some time. You need to get out of
the house Piku. Please enrol yourself in the gym. Now you have
enough money. Please spend a little of it on your health. Just go out.
For my sake. Don't stay at home in the evenings. And when the
anxiety rises shift your focus. Go out barefoot and feel the soil, feel
the texture of the leaves, helps you get out of your head... At least it
helps me..."

"Baa, tumi baru ebar majote ahi jabo pariba niki? Tumi ahile
pratibarei mur monor poribesh tu alop bhal hoi, bujisane ki koisu?"
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"Sis, would you consider coming over for a few days? You know
na the condition of my mind usually becomes a little better after you
come each time..."

"Let me see Piku, it's mid-year and I have so much going on.
I have already made two trips. How am I going to find time for
another trip so soon... I am not sure. Poisa patiru kotha ase, I
need a few more months to make up for last year's business
losses..."

After about 45 mins of walk and talk with Piku, I hung up. I
finished my walk. His voice made a little elbow space and settled
somewhere between the conscious and the subconscious in my head.
I just did not know that yet...

3

It was aregular zoom call during a regular office day, one that
me and my colleague were having, a discussion about replacing an
executive. Piku joined a few minutes earlier and overheard our
conversation. "I am feeling sad for him" - he stated. "It's okay Piku,
itis not working out for us. We have to let him go."

"But I am feeling like I am responsible for it. Because I am
doing his work."

"Why are you thinking like that Piku! It is my company so by
default it is also your company and you will probably have to run the
company for me someday. So maybe you gradually will learn how
one has to make tough decisions."

"Ok, understood." - Piku was back to his composed self.

"Alakesh I must say you are such a patient person." My
colleague said.

"Are you saying that because he listens to me so obediently?" I
asked him with a tinge of humour.

"Generally - he is so patient with everyone and you treat him
like a child."

"That is because he is a piece of my heart - 'dil ka tukda' hai
yeh mera." I am ever so proud of him, I thought to myself.
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Alkesh quipped, " Rahul ji fir bhi I am the only person in the
whole family she ever listens to." I could hear the same pride in his
voice for me.

And we continued discussing other things. ..

4

"Baa will you consider if I could gradually move towards doing
my own thing maybe in a month or so?"

" Yes, you can.

But you are not allowed to quit. You have to continue to work
with me too. You are irreplaceable in the company. What is it you
have in mind?"

"There is something else [ want to do. [ keep seeing these videos
where people offer workshops. I want to do that for poetry."

"That's a very good idea Piku. You have the whole company at
your disposal.”

"But will people really subscribe to it? I do not have any such
high academic qualifications or big-big awards in my name."

" Arre so what, if you create something - there will be someone
buying (or applying) for it. It is the age of democratization of content.
You do not need anyone's certificate."

"O hoi niki. Is it really so?"

"Yes Piku, you just start jotting down pointers for how you want to
structure the lessons or the workshop. We will do the rest. Right RC?"

"Haan maam, aur kya. Hum toh hai hi. We will make it happen."

20 minutes later Piku tells our mother - "I shared my idea of
poetry tuitions with Baa and she supports it. I am so happy."

By evening he again went to our mother and said - "But maa, |
am not really a big shot, who will subscribe to my lessons..."

And I would not know about this second conversation with our
mother until he leaves us all....

5
I felt a looming sense of darkness as I lay on the sofa in my
Mumbai apartment. A strange pull, a deep sadness, an urge to come
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home to Guwahati as soon as possible. I am not known for
homesickness. ButI felt a strong, unexplainable urge to reach home...
I booked my flight for the 11th of April and texted Piku...

'Piku I booked my flight for the 11th. I am coming home.'

'Hoi niki. Yay - happy Bihu (and a dancing emoji)

That whole day Piku remained excited. Mother asked, "'What
happened, why are you so happy today?'

'‘Baa is coming for Bihu, I am very happy.'

6

'‘Baa I will come to pick you up. Don't book a cab.'

I thought to myself, what happened to this guy! No one ever
comes to pick me up from the airport. Why is he coming today...

'Achha ok. You will create a family record today.'

7

I dreamt again. Piku's room - had a large library. An
overwhelming number of books... I asked Piku - " do you have anything
by Rilke? I am feeling like reading poetry again. Maybe it is time |
getback to it gradually..."

"Maybe. But who reads Rilke! I will suggest you some other
poets. Till then you can probably enjoy your Rilke."

As I woke up in the morning I told myself - remember to share
this dream with Piku. He will be very happy.

Well, I forgot! Piku never got to know that I wanted to read
poetry again - after decades.

8

"Baa, do you know it is a huge fallacy that we think politicians
entice the masses? It is actually the masses who manipulate or entice
politics. Itis the masses who eventually end up creating the blueprint, the
framework, which politicians will follow, in order to remain in existence."

"Mostly like what we do in mass communication," I laughed
and tried to lighten the conversation topic. Piku was in another of his
serious discourse mode!
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"I have written a series of articles on this topic for this magazine
(the name of which I cannot recall now). But they did not publish it.
Such a waste!"

"So what Piku! Publish it now. Democratization of content. You
can create your own blog page and publish it. I will show you how to
doit. This is an interesting theory. Please retrieve it."

Piku remained silent! It seems like he already knew he wouldn't
get around to retrieving that set of articles. He did not subscribe to
my enthusiasm at that moment.

9

It was one of our favourite times - afternoon tea at the dining
room when we would have milk tea and Ma-Deuta would have black
tea and we would exchange banters.

"This time you must start investing in some SIPs. Don't spend
all your money Piku," I suggested.

"Why, should I not contribute to the family fund?" Piku looked
at me suspiciously.

"No of course you can, but first you must secure your own
future. Start small investments."

Seemed like he agreed. (But now I recall that he actually did not.
It would have been a false promise to his sister, Piku does not lie..)

"See Piku how much you have progressed just in 5 months. We
will buy a car. You have to learn to drive. Cars are safer than bikes."

Seemed like he agreed. But he did not. Piku does not make
false promises.

"See Piku - how well you are doing. Aren't you proud of
yourself?"

This time he responded with words - "But I also have another
world in my head, you see."

10

Piku bought me a denim shirt. I loved it. Still, I asked - "why did
you buy me such an expensive gift?" "Itis okay Baa, you keep buying
for me, I am buying once only for you.."
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The shirt was a size small. "It is ok," I said, "You can go and
exchange it tomorrow. "No I will go now" - Piku did not want to wait
till 'tomorrow'. "What is the rush?" I asked him. "Or do you want me
to wear it on the Bihu day?"

Piku stepped out to go to the store anyway. My heart sank for
no reason. I panicked for no reason. It was dark. For some
unexplainable corner of my subconscious a thought crept into my
head and made me shiver with fear - how shall I ever forgive myself
if something happens to him while he is going to exchange a shirt for
me? It was a random, irrational thought. But I panicked nevertheless.
I sat on my bed and kept chanting till he came back.

He got me an even more beautiful piece this time. And
how much he loved to see me happy with his gift. He was so so

happy!

1

It was our little ritual.

Every night after dinner I will sit in his room. We would vent,
chat and share his cigarette. "I am feeling very low Piku, I don't
know why!" I told him in one such session. "l am feeling heartbroken
to think about Aqua Browny (my two cats in Mumbai). [ don't know
why I am feeling this low. Maybe I should not extend my trip, what
doyousay?"

He did not say a word!

Not that I noticed his stoic response at that moment. [ would
not realize how calm, indifferent and withdrawn he already was from
these pain and pleasures of us mortal beings.

"Baa, do you know how much joy I feel when I meet him in my
meditation? I get Bimal Ananda" Piku drifted to another mind space.
He was referring to his beloved Krishna!

"I can imagine, but I wish I could have that too. Probably it
feels like nirvana, mukti.. no?

"Yes, and those are the only moments when my pain stops!"

We became silent for a while...
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12

16th of April - post dinner we were sitting in the hall trying to
teach Alexa to find a certain music piece he wanted to practice his
tabla. With little success. "I can buy it." He said. "Why don't you
then?" I asked. Just procrastination - he concluded.

We went out to the front yard. I liked to walk after dinner
sometimes, with him. Just a few steps. [ was tripping on Billie Eilish
songs. [ was enthusiastically telling him about a documentary [ had
just watched. And how Billie Eilish suffered from so many ailments,
mental and physical. And how she wrote dark poetry and songs, and
how she was criticized for it. And how she responded by saying - "It
is only because I write my dark thoughts I am able to overcome
those" I insisted Piku must watch the film.

"But Baa have you listened to my song" - he asked quietly.

And he sang four lines to me. "It is very nice. Have you done
something about it? Will you record it?".... Piku was silent. He did
not say a word. Nodded, or shook his head- I could not tell. Piku
never makes false promises. ..

These were four beautifully poignant lines. His face, voice and
his eyes when he sang those lines to me - are forever etched on my
heart. And I will treasure the ethereal beauty and sadness of that
moment, under the moonlit sky - until my own last breath.

I did not know yet that would be the last time we would ever
share a song!

13

7 Days, Piku and I ate every meal together. Every cup of tea
together. I had plans of stepping out to meet people on the occasion
of Bihu, but I did not move from the house. For some reason, I wanted
to spend every moment at home. With family. And that is what I did.

17th of April I was leaving for Mumbai. We both were busy
working. I sat with him in the morning on his bed and worked together.
I felt like we were children again. I felt like he was that little kid
again and [ was helping him with his homework. I felt an overwhelming
sense of love and protection, usually so rare when siblings grow up.



TETCFH N ¢

It was time for me to head to the airport. We decided Piku did
not need to go to drop me since it was a working day.

I'was rushing. "Come here Piku, let's click a selfie.." I shouted.
I just realised we did not click any pics together this time! Not even
at our last house party together in our brother Bikash's dining room.
And I clicked three pics of Piku, Ma, Deuta and me.

The car was waiting. I rushed to sit in. We do not have the
practice of hugging each other while meeting or leaving. Piku rushed
to give me a side hug. He patted me on my back. And said - bhalkoi
jaba! "Be good Baa" For a fraction of a second a thought crossed my
mind - wah - Piku is hugging me and all. Maybe because this trip was
so feel-good for us...

14

Our plane just landed. I switched on my phone and instantly
Piku's caller ID flashed on my phone. As always.

"Baa, you reached?"

"I justlanded Piku. It will take me time to reach. Let me get out
and we will speak once I am in the car."

"OK"

He hung up.

15

I was halfway home. Piku's name flashed on my screen again.

"Bahave you reached?"

"No Piku, I live in Thane. It takes time."

"Have you eaten?"

"I ate that flight sandwich. It was so bad, I am burping"

"Oho - why did you eat that, what will happen now? You could
eat outside the airport."

"It is okay Piku, don't worry. I don't care about these small
inconveniences."

"Alright then. Baa this time though we did not go out - it was
very nice na?'

"O akou! Yes Piku, I did not want to go out. The whole purpose
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was to spend time with you all. It was indeed a very nice trip."

And then we briefly discussed something about work.

"So you are okay na?" Piku asked again.

"Yes, I am okay. Don't worry." I reassured him as I thought to
myself - what is wrong with this guy, he never concerned himself so
much with whether I reached my Mumbai house safely or not! He is
being extra nice, I thought!

16

18th of April.

We had a brief zoom call - and a very formal interaction
regarding work.

There was nothing significant about that day. I was dealing with
a disaster at work. Loss of an account and how I am going to deal
with the P&L loss.

I had to go for a root canal surgery that evening. Piku never
called that night. And I took a painkiller and slept early!

17

19th of April.

As usual, I woke up and thought to myself - dear God, let this
be a better day than yesterday.

10 minutes later when I switched on my phone there were
multiple missed calls from Bonjita and Bikash.

I called back.

"Baa.

O Xonti, ki hol.... ki hol ko..(I could hear Maa and Deuta howling
in the background)

Baa. Piku aru nai."

I don't recall much from that moment onwards. I insisted and
tried to convince Bonjita that they should take him to the hospital
because we brought him back from death once before. [ am not sure
what [ was thinking. My friend put me on a flight. I reached Guwahati
and on my way back home the only thing I could think of was how to
buy a beautiful bouquet for my little brother who was leaving...



Stardust Reverie :
A Spiritual Memoir
Bonjita Borkotoky (Sister-in-law)

"He who has gone, so we but cherish his memory, abides
with us, more potent, nay, more present than the living man."
— Antoine de Saint Exupéry

In the quiet corners of my life, where the mundane gives way to the
mystical, I found a kindred spirit in Piku. We used to whisper names
in the winds, and both of us were a subtle shimmer of the twilight
present in each other’s lives. He lived in a world that spun on the axis
of his own unique reality, a realm coloured by the vivid hues of
schizophrenia. Yet, in that world, he crafted poems as delicate as
gossamer and as profound as the night sky. Meanwhile, I roamed
landscapes of fantastical love and self-annihilation, and nameless
afflictions swirling in my soul.

We met not on the tangible earth but in a space where souls
connect without the need for words. In this ethereal expanse, our
delusions were not burdens but bridges, spanning the chasm between
our minds and merging our dreams into a single tapestry. Here,
judgment was an alien concept, replaced by a deep, abiding validation
of each other's truths. I never sought to drag him from his sky into
my soil, instead, I learned to soar with him among the stars.

Our shared delusions were intricate and vivid, a labyrinthine
world we both understood implicitly. In this realm, we navigated the
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complexities of the real world with the grace of starlight. Our imaginary
haven, filled with shimmering visions and celestial harmonies, became
our refuge. It was here we crafted stories and poems, where we
could lay down the heavy armour required in the waking world and
find solace in the gentle embrace of our illusions.

I would often reflect that reality is but one thread in the tapestry
of existence. Our world, our delusions, they are the other threads,
weaving a fuller, more vibrant picture. And as I spoke, the
constellations of my mind were mirrored in his eyes, illuminating the
vast expanse of our vision. And we both believed. In our shared
visions, we found the strength to face the harshness of reality. Our
sanctuary of dreams was a balm, healing wounds inflicted by the
indifference of the world outside.

In the twilight of our encounters, we wove our delusions together,
creating a sanctuary where our spirits danced freely. We always
equated the stars and death together. We had both been influenced
by the ‘same and different poets’ around the world. We found common
ground in death. "Death," I had told him once, as we gazed into the
abyss of the night, "is but a return to the stars. We are born of stardust,
and to stardust we shall return. In the silent expanse of the universe,
we will find all of us again." His belief in this cosmic cycle gave me
solace, I gathered the strength to paint death not as an end but as a
celestial reunion.

We had very few conversations in our whole of 11 years of
staying in our shared family home. We were both afraid to be blamed
about fanning each other’s delusions. Even then we talked, about the
heavy darkness of the night while it was a scorching afternoon, or
the dried up forgotten desert when there was rain accompanied by a
storm. It was as if we were compensating our realities with images
from other worlds. Our shared delusions were not prisons but portals.
Through them, we explored dimensions where the boundaries of sanity
blurred, and the soul's true essence shone through. We both had
individual limbos where we were safe, happy, and somewhat complete
and not in the pain of having a black-hole of longing in our hearts, and
asilent screaming mind. In this limbo of our own creation, we existed
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happily, our spirits intertwined like vines reaching for the light.We
both shared the same love for Krishna, he wanted to surrender on to
him, while I called upon Krishna to be mine. We both loved, our love
was vastly different, yet, we loved the same. Piku would be upset if
he did not have time to converse with Krishna, be with Krishna, and
talk to Krishna. I saw reflections of my own cosmic yearnings in his
longing for Krishna. Krishna came to us both, while he walked away
with Krishna holding his hands, I stayed back holding Krishna’s hand.

Piku now has ventured beyond the veil, into the unknown realms
of the afterlife, and I am left to navigate the real world alone. The
sanctuary we built still lingers in my mind, a fading echo of our shared
dreamscape. I carry the burden of reality once more, a weight that
presses heavy on my spirit. Each day, I traverse this world, seeking
traces of our celestial refuge in the mundane and the ordinary.

As I continue my journey, I hold onto the fragments of our
delusions, like stars scattered across the night sky, guiding me through
the darkness.Though I walk alone now, my heart is filled with the
hope that one day, in the vast expanse of stardust, our souls will
converge once more. Until then, I look to the heavens, whispering
my poems into the wind, knowing he hears them in the language of
the stars. For in that boundless cosmos, our spirits will always be
connected, dancing eternally in the limbo of our shared dreams. And
when my time comes to return to the stardust, I know he will be
there, waiting, eagerly, to chase me around and recite to me all the
poems he had written upon the stars. He used to do that when he
was here in the living plane, making me listen to his poems, which I
would understand only when he simplified them for me, sometime I
would run around with my fingers in my ears, yet, he would persist. |
usually gave up and heard every word, and imagined them in my
mind’s eyes, funnily enough they would be entirely too different to
his visions, and we would accept both.

For me, you are still sleeping. The only difference is, this time
you are at his feet, where you always wanted to be.
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Ten Selected Poems
by Alakesh Kalita

Translated from Assamese by
Kaustabh Kashyap
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To the Readers

Ask me to metamorphose into your sweater

The kerosene lighting up your lamp

Tell me to while away my time like a Sunday supplement
causing Page 3

giggles

To disappear like monotonous Sundays.

Ask me to do nothing at all

Except to observe, to pay heed, to comprehend.
Otherwise caution me

Not to wound the words so that

Blood doesn’t sputter out and coat the conversations.

Say that the night tugs your companion shadow

Towards its own state of darkness,

That you don’t really approve of.

All through the day it seems like I am melding mud and
cow dung for mud walls,

Whereas your walls are made of concrete.

When my voice is honey-sweet, weaving meanings like a
lump of jaggery

To suckle on your precious kernel,

Does it seem akin to pushing inside your bosom with stealthy
intents?

The price of my tears can never outweigh

The worth of your laughter.

Say it, say it for the last time

What is all this tortuous drill between us!

(From the anthology Boga Phool Aru Tejor Taap)
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Earthy

The season of rain trickles down the soles of my feet
Without seeping inside the pores of my skin.

Itis busy in gauging arboreal lives

An expert at zoology.

Asif

I have engaged in some pointless blunder in the year.
Only during sunny days when the humpbacked
caterpillars come out

Lodge blotches, the sensation of touch is awakened
In my colossal love for nature

I am filled with reverence, when I scratch.

I shall prefer to perish

When the earth’s womb turns ravenous.

Along with the falling leaves withering away.

When she becomes dusty winds in my quest

Or when the memorial stone is drenched in dewdrops
When the sky is clear, cloudless.

Sliding over the skies of men

On the sky over stones

Hangs a liberated moon

And the halo of the sky

Sneaks through the skin.

(From the anthology Boga Phool Aru Tejor Taap)
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God

Like the lone baton of fire kept ablaze upon the sky
By a cotton-silk tree, love shall always hold its ground.
If somehow one day the world went extinct

My heart underneath my chest would go on throbbing
in poisonous beats.

Upon the shrivelled shell of a dead spider in a desert

I shall shower meaningless rainfall.

My throat is too parched to be quenched for good.
After eons and eons of the passage of time

When the earth sprang up with green pastures again
Even then [ was the spring of knowledge/ wisdom
The compassion of unchanging love.

Upon first chancing upon a handful of water

I pondered about the sense of thirst.

I fancied the creation of a pair of lips

Foremost for the yearning of intimacy

In that much simplicity
Love existed for eternity.

(From the anthology Boga Phool Aru Tejor Taap)
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Knowledge perished under such brute force.

It was already too late,

For that life carved out of the freedom of words

Was burdened by countless deaths.

Leaving knowledge back where it came from

I tried to flee away from the earth, dropping beads of sweat and
teardrops uponit.

I'heard someone practising the art of lamentation,

Reaching the peak of profound restlessness.

Crying one’s heart out to relieve oneself of the burden of epics,
The melody has touched a peculiar kind of fifth note.

Itis the art that arrives after pangs of grief. Springtime.

O God, diminish my wisdom

May I never get to know

That after spring passes away, the law of jungle takes over
And in the heat of summer, the tears dry out and disappear.
Letitbe a garden, not a jungle

A wet garden reflecting the gardener’s sorrowful failure
Where the weeds of history are absent.

Allow me to hope for the rays of a new Eden,

That millennium created out of pain, faces me

The ground with blood and bones, scattered all around

Where the stems bore flowers with great difficulty

Where a poisoned fruit grew in nature’s lap

Where a scheming and dishonourable child was cradled in a
mother’s gentle and warm lap.
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I confess to knowing nothing

That appetizing play of bitter curry is only for the tongue’s tastebuds.
Necessity is dead.

This time, please close my eyelids without my knowing

Take my weightless word without my knowledge

And set it upon the beak of the morning magpie-robin.

May the door of Eden become free

Without knowing the answer to that age-old question.

(From the anthology Nishphal Utsav)
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I know and understand that sense of pain

The spring sky is gloomy,

He is arriving again with a wilting bunch of flowers

In our heart’s crumbling home.

The evenings remained incomplete in the teardrops wiped away-
Becoming the flag of Therigatha, following his footsteps.
Suddenly, some new bird warbling a new song is heard

Indeed, he thinks

Come and listen to my hopeful ballad of incomplete youth of
eternity,

These are boundless, ambrosial, varied.

The cuckoo heralding evening bids farewell to time’s passage
with such hope!

[ have prepared a seat of soft words for him,

Whose meaning isn’t different from the babble of newborns
Perhaps its love or some other ancient intoxication

Which is circular, repeating, ceaseless.

Come and perch upon my poetry

After the everlasting storm,

Today, as if in this sudden dawning of some day from the future
The heart of clouds has grown strangely asleep and quiet.

(From the anthology Nisphol Utsav)
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Not even a thin shred of hope is left

On the mobius’s lace,

My days—

Returning back.

To this spell of time as well [ have offered my final farewell,
Even though the birds have invented sweet songs
Meant for recollecting me with anguish,

The mirror of time past.

By bearing that tiny sky,

I have decided not to go ahead anywhere

My favourite window for a long time.

Dry gooseberry kept in salt

And several days old tobacco.

On this map of ages

There wouldn’t be a single trace anywhere,

Of my disappearance.

I couldn’tdo anything,

When time danced

To sing that song which compels you to dance!
Just like till the wee hours of the night yesterday in the nearby
apartment

Some people

Were feasting,

Even through them time has passed away.

(From the anthology Nisphol Utsav)
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I will chase myself away.

Where only sweet flowers bloom, dispersing their pleasant
fragrance

And the farewell of old age in the mortal world is graced by
billowing saccharine waves.

This is merely a small festival of a toxic evening

Celebrated by the smoke rising from burning the plastic garbage
By those of us who do not succumb to the bites from swarms
of mosquitoes;

For the amusement of cleaning the passage of time in a corner
of the compound.

After several days since that festival, if someone digs up the
ground

I will be discovered in an embrace of plastic waste.

Itis good that it will be torn to shreds

That cruel love that was there for the sake of the soft words
of youth alone.

After all of that, I will chase myself away again.

To that place where only sweet flowers bloom, dispersing their
pleasant fragrance. ..

But I shall forever be in love with the wind that blows through
the evening groves,

And shall not tolerate it if I find it mingled with the odour of
sweat and the scent of blood.

After abandoning me all to myself, you should not worry about
my existence at all.

(From the anthology Nisphol Utsav)
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Artistry
What can be done to keep art alive?

How is it so important: she asks just once and immerses
herself

In knitting wool quietly.

In the aquarium adorning the drawing room
Whatever the fishes are up to at the moment

Nobody comes to know.

This morning a kitten was pressed to death
Under the front wheel of my car.
Mercy is lost from the paths.

I'have just poured myself a glass of water, it is cold
She says she too needs a glassful.

Itis half past eight in the evening
For what reason, one wonders,

Is she a bit better organised today?
The sake of art ?

Suddenly she starts to undo

Two strands of wool from the knitting.

But the subtle smile she wears on her face
Is very much unperturbed.

Perhaps the mere act of knitting wool
Is so much filled with art!

(From the anthology Joabelir Boxonto)
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In Autumn

Autumn days taught me to feel bothered for no reason whatsoever.
Then it was that age when just below the ribcage

An unripe sweet fruit starts budding with a/an pungent/bitter/acrid
taste.

Then like the sweet chirping of a robin

Within that unripe fruit a seed starts to signal.

For this incubation

[ was really unprepared, I liked mathematics.

I'liked mathematics because

I'memorized the tables really well when young

Like a bamboo shoot I had a joint

Covered by calyx.

One day upon examining myself out of curiosity

Like a crow I cawed and cawed and had my first ejaculation.

I was really unprepared for this sudden dishonour.

The innocence of youth abandoned my home

And before starting any new calculations

Animmense zero came and entered my notebook.

That was my first poem,

I'had no reason to sulk in self-pity

I really liked mathematics even then.

Monkeys leave their teeth marks on unripe fruits, rip them apart.
Within the fruit a tree of the future beckons

Goes on fighting against the wind.

O my dear heart

The favourite sweet fruit of youth

Your whole story started

In an unreasonably bothersome period of autumn.

(From the anthology Joabelir Baxonto)
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Introduction

I am mesmerized by my own uniqueness.

(That) my immense blackness

Is laced with stripes of red, white and yellow

And two greenish horns.

I present myself like a suit-piece in the tailoring;

I possess the intimacy of wool,

And areason more genuine

Than the commercial performance of the salesman.
I'am a human being

Forged by a mortal humanity in terms of a

Mortal body.

I'existin this world

To nibble upon a word liberated from the discourse.
Now people have freed the moon from fables
Glued it upon the firmament of eternity.

Rambling about in the alleys of delusion for ages
Atlast

I'have procured a dream in the neighbourhood of your dreams.
I have spent money.

When you visit me as a neighbour

You don’t bother to come closer

To the sky-clad mountains to the north,

Because after everything’s said and done

My hospitality is not yet gratifying.

I'have an unpardonable past.
My anger prepares me for bracing harsh winters

Keeps me warm.

(From the anthology Boga Phool Aru Tejor Taap)
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Lord Krishna 1o Arjuna in Chapeer [X, verse 19, Srimad Bhagawad Gita :
T am also Deark Personjfied, "

The lasso of death hung like an intrusive, demanding presence in the form
of a virus called Covid 19. It was 2020 or wasn't it7 Whilst this inescapable
lasso ensnared even the healthiest of us in most homes in almost every
corner of the planet, it did something quite the opposite - it allowed the birth
of & friendship. Alakesh's Father, Phoni Dada called endearingly by all of
us, has been a son-like presence o parents, Smt. Brinda Bardolod and Sri Bi-
rendranath Bardoloi, for the longest time. Parents have loved Phoni Diada
like their very own even after all these long decades.

Phoni Dada served as the bridge between Alakesh and us. Like everyone,
Alakesh may have cenainly been & unigue experience o his parents as a
som, a sibling 0 his brother and sister. a colleague in his profession, a
neighbour to sill others, What may have been his experience of himself will
remain unkmowable. A poel with the flair of a genius in the highs of his
inner world, yet sadly 4 crued and constant self-logthing voice in the ahyss,
It i= sebdon easy for even good, decent beings w cope with the peaks amd
troughs of human imagination,

Alakesh had a beautiful mind and opened his beautiful hears in the quiet ex-
panse of total acceptance. He began wo speak quite simply, inmocemly, about
his wvision of life, God, family, and the stark contrasting projeciions of his
brilliant mind. Long hours of rapuross exchanges on Lord Krishna as both
nirguna, niraakaar (anribmeless, formless) and saguna, sagkaar (with aori-
butes and form). He maintained that God as sagund, saakaar was more ac-
cessible i him, He was a bhakia without doubt, Longish phone conversa-
Lioms = his dinner would ger cold and his phone warm - dme gave a glimpse
of itself as meless bliss, Tt was an honour that Alakesh felt safe and seoure
with Father and us o simply 'be' with no threat to be "this' or "that’. One
could sense the freedom with which he shared his insights that were aflame
with bove for God and all things wondrous, Music, poetry, lileramre. His



intelligence and wit shone through unmistakably, The months of lockdown
served as the backdrop for Alakesh w word the stirrings of his hearn and the
ingriguing questions of his mind. Fiercely intelligent and unabashedly origi-
nal in his views, be was deeply enpgaging. He did not hide what his myind
created as his reality - Himalayan dreams, unyielding storms, the mystery
of life and death. Phond Dada tells us that Alakesh 'planmed’ his disappear-
ance immaculately or was it an over-zealous, apparently innocuous atemp
at feeling euphoria?

Alakesh is ser free from assumed lmitations of body and mind. Beings in
higher realms are happy to have him hack in their midst, We are equally
hapgy for Alakesh.

We feel humbled that Alakesh pave ws the joy of his presence. however
fleetingly, in the dimension of time. Since joy is tmeless, Alakesh remains
a timeless jov. Thank you, Bou and Phoni Dada, for Alakesh.

“F ddted as mimeral and became a plam,

I died as plant and rose iy animal,

1 died as aninal and 1 was hurman,

Wy shonkid 1 fear?

When was [ less by dving?

Yer owvce mowe § shall die hemon,

Tor soar with angels Messed above,

And when I sacrifice my angel sonl

1 shall become whar o mitd ever conceived.
As @ human, I will die ance more,

Reborn, I'will with the angels soar.

A when I ler vy angel body go,

1 shall be move than morial mind can kew. "

= Ruil ™
Gratefully.

SRI BIRENDRANATH BARDOLOI & FAMILY
23.51pm, 27,05.2024,
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